An automatic device for measuring speed of movement and time spent at rest: its application to testing dopaminergic drugs.
We describe a device to measure speed of movement and time at rest for use with a commercially available infrared photobeam activity monitor. This system is a reliable substitute for a human observer and provides additional measures of activity that can help in interpreting how psychoactive drugs alter behavior. The effects of graded doses of d-amphetamine, haloperidol and (-)3-(3-hydroxyphenyl)-N-n-propylpiperidine, (-)-3-PPP, were studied with the device, and the results confirmed that these drugs differentially alter speed of movement and time at rest.